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I.  INTRODUCTION

Campaign: IPARD Info Days
Timeframe: 20 February 2025 - 14 March 2025

Objective: Informing potential beneficiaries about the conditions and requirements of
the public call 01/2025 for Measure 1 "Investments in physical assets of agricultural
holdings" of the IPARD Programme 2021-2027 (IPARD 3).

Locations: 29 (cities, villages and settlements) across all regions in the Republic of North
Macedonia: Novaci, Mogila, Tetovo, Jegunovce, Sveti Nikole, Veles, Karbinci, Shtip,
Kavadarci, Timjanik, Prilep, Krivogastani, Bosilovo, Vasilevo, Konce, Radovish, Berovo,
Vinica, Negotino (municipality Vrapchishte), Gostivar, Kochani, Obleshevo, Veleshta,
Misleshevo, Demir Hisar, Kravari, Kumanovo, Lipkovo and Petrovec.

Teams: Employees of the following institutions:
* Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management (MAFWM),
« IPARD Managing Authority,
- Agency for Financial Support of Agriculture and Rural Development (AFSARD)
+ National Extension Agency (NEA)

Brief

The Public Call 01/2025 for Measure 1 "Investments in physical assets of agricultural
holdings" of the IPARD Programme 2021-2027 (IPARD 3), was published on 12 February
2025 with an application deadline until 29 March 2025. In order to timely inform all
interested beneficiaries who plan to apply to the call, considerable campaign "IPARD Info
Days" was realized.

The teams visited 29 locations attended by interested beneficiaries (natural persons,
legal entities, cooperatives, associative legal entities, etc.), before whom the details of
Measure 1 and the conditions and requirements of the public call were presented.

The presentations were interactive with many questions and discussions on the topics.
At several locations the caravan was also followed by the Macedonian media.
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II.  REALIZED ACTIVITIES

Information and photographs from locations visited

The info days were held at 29 locations. Below is the information and photos from each
location visited.

20.02.2025 Novaci and Mogila

The first info day was held in the Pelagonia region with a visit to Novaci and Mogila. The
info day was held at the premises of the municipal buildings.

Agriculture is one of the priority sectors in the Pelagonia region. The excellent
geographical location, high-quality arable land, favourable climatic conditions and a long
agricultural tradition are the essential factors that contribute to the successful
cultivation of grain, industrial and fodder crops, as well as developed horticulture and
dairy production.

Unfortunately, outdated mechanization and technology are still used, which opens up
opportunities and needs for support in the modernization of mechanization and the
implementation of production innovations followed by the production of healthy
products. These were the main topics discussed during the info day.

Novaci
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24.02.2025 Tetovo and Jegunovce
The info caravan continued in the Polog region.

Meetings with interested users were held in Tetovo at the premises of the University of
Tetovo - Faculty of Food Technology and Nutrition, and in Jegunovce at the premises of
the municipal building.

The majority of the agricultural area or even 75 percent in the Polog planning region is
pasture, which enables successful livestock production. The production of fodder and
leguminous crops indicates that livestock is one of the basic agricultural branches of
economic importance. Dairy cows and sheep have a special significance in this region with
a developed tradition for dairy products, while poultry and beekeeping are on the rise.

This was the structure of attended interested beneficiaries that actively participated
with questions and discussions on how to successfully apply to the call.

The meeting in Tetovo was also attended by the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Forestry
and Water Economy, Dr. Fljakron Bexheti.
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The municipalities of Sveti Nikole and Veles belong to the Vardar region, which has
excellent climatic conditions for the development of agriculture and is a well-known
agricultural and livestock production region. Residents of this region have been engaged
in agriculture, due to the region aboundance of soil of several classes, with a special
internal value-bonitude and a large number of sunny days. This meets the conditions for
growing grain, industrial and horticultural crops.

The interest among farmers from this region was great, especially in Sveti Nikole. The
event was held in the municipal buildings.

The Director of the Agency for Financial Support in Agriculture and Rural Development,
Mr. llija Stoilev, was present in Sveti Nikole, where he also gave a statement to the media.

Sveti Nikole
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Veles

The meetings with interested beneficiaries were held in the municipal buildings of
Karbinci and Shtip. These municipalities belong to the Eastern Planning Region. Farmers
are mostly dedicated to arable production, which is dominant in the region.

The approximately equal representation of barley with wheat and the relatively high
representation of corn also indicate a good base for livestock production.

However, in these two municipalities, garden and fruit crops, as well as vineyards, are also
successfully grown.

The interest for the announced public call was great since the farmers from these two
municipalities are serious producers, which now have the opportunity to renew their
mechanization and modernize their farms.
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Karbinci

Shtip
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27.02.2025 Kavadarci and Timjanik

The municipality of Kavadarci and the village of Timjanik are part of the Tikvesh region,
best known for its developed viticulture. This is predominantly viticultural region, and the
village of Timjanik is one of the largest viticultural villages in Macedonia.

This public call supports the production of grape vines, which is of particular importance
to farmers, since most of them are producers of wine grape varieties. They also produce
grape products: must, vinegar, juice, etc. The most famous grape product is the grape
honey "Madzhun", which has a long tradition and is especially produced by women
farmers from the village of Timjanik.

The public call allows production modernization and purchase of equipment for post-
harvest activities, on-farm processing and direct marketing of own production.

The meeting with farmers from Kavadarci was held in the municipal building, and farmers
from the village of Timjanik welcomed the info caravan in the premises of the "Goce
Delchev" primary school.

Kavadarci
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Timjanik

The meeting with farmers from the Prilep area was held in the municipal building, and in
Krivogastani in the premises of the Fire Department which is located in the municipal
building.

The dominant production is arable farming, the main crop is tobacco but livestock
production is also present.

These municipalities are distinctly agricultural and Measure 1 is always followed with
great interest, bearing in mind its wide scope that allows for modernization of
agricultural production.
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04.03.2025 Bosilovo and Vasilevo

According to information from the municipalities of Bosilovo and Vasilevo, agricultural
production is in a constant state of modernization, which is especially evident in early
horticultural production.

Modern greenhouses have been installed and irrigation water is used rationally through
drip irrigation systems. The volume of production has increased, and with it the need for
farmers to purchase modern machinery, technology and equipment for post-production
and post-harvest activities has increased.

Women farmers from this region produce various domestic types of food products (ajvar,
lutenica, malidzano, slatko, compote, various spreads, etc.) which they sell from their
doorsteps.

This region has intensive agricultural production, which is why the interest in the public
call for Measure 1 was great, since it offers great opportunities for modernization of the
primary agricultural production processes, as well as for various processing and
refinement of agricultural products.
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Vasilevo

05.03.2025 Konche and Radovish

These two municipalities belong to the Southeast Planning Region, which has developed
agricultural production. The most common crop is tobacco and farmers also grow grain,
industrial and fodder crops.

The processing and canning industry is also developed, which uses domestically
produced garden crops as raw materials. There are also several dairies and
slaughterhouses, as the region also has livestock production.

h ) 3 “; 7:;..L$‘

Konche

Co-funded by s &Y d dzOdzfnd tc ©

the European Union #dojtedzdO MOC ]
R1 ¢t ) totsc tc @UBER027
IPARD Programme 2021-2027




Report on the implemented campaign "IPARD Info Days" for Measure 1 "Investments in fixed
assets of agricultural holdings" of the IPARD Programme 2021-2027 (IPARD 3)

RadoVish
06.03.2025 Berovo and Vinica

The info day in Berovo and Vinica was attended by a large attendance and great interest
from the attendees. In these two municipalities, agriculture is a developed economic
activity, where mostly horticultural and cereal crops are grown, especially in Vinica where
rice is grown as part of the Vinica-Kochani valley. At higher locations, potatoes are grown,
while livestock farming is also developed due to the abundance of forests and pastures.
Such economic infrastructure of these two municipalities contributed to significat
presence of interested beneficiaries showing interest to apply on the public call for
Measure 1, in order to modernize their production by purchasing basic assets for

agricultural holdings.

Berovo
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Vinica

07.03.2025 Negotino (Vrapcishte municipality) and Gostivar

The Polog regionis the second largest breadbasket region after Pelagonija. Farmers from
the village of Negotino and the municipality of Gostivar have a long tradition in
agriculture and livestock production. A slaughterhouse and a milling plant operate on the
territory of the municipality of Gostivar, whose subcontractors are local farmers.

Deputy Minister Dr. Flakron Bexheti also attended both meetings.
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Negotino (Vrap¢ishte municipality)

10.03.2025 Kochani and Obleshevo

In terms of the Kocani region, where for decades the main crop has been Kocani rice, the
largest number of questions were related to the procurement of agricultural machinery
for rice production. Farmers from these municipalities are mainly farmers with a long
tradition in growing arable crops.

In Kocani, the meeting was held at the Multicultural Center, and in Obleshevo at the
premises of the local community.
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Obleshevo

11.03.2025 Veleshta and Misleshevo

The Struga Plain has ideal conditions for agricultural production. In Veleshta, wheat, corn,
barley, tobacco and grapevine are mostly grown, while in Misleshevo, the cultivation of
cereals and vegetable crops such as the famous tomato variety "Volovsko srce", peppers,
onions and cabbage is the most common. Fruit growing is also developed.

In these villages, agricultural machinery, tractors, combines, mowers, balers and other
machinery are the main image of each agricultural family.

That is why the opportunity offered by Measure 1 and the ongoing public call should be
used to renew agricultural machinery, especially in villages that have tangible
agricultural production and live from it.

The meetings were held in the old municipal building of Veleshta, and in Misleshevo in
the premises of the local community.
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Mislesevo

12.03.2025 Demir Hisar and Kravari

Demir Hisar is famous agricultural center in Macedonia, with developed arable farming,
fruit growing and livestock production. Kravari is a village in Bitola area with developed
livestock production as its name suggests.

The climatic conditions are also favorable for arable farming, especially since the entire
areais covered with an irrigation network of the Strezhevo irrigation system. This system
allows for the irrigation of all agricultural area and the successful cultivation of all
agricultural crops. With such climatic conditions, an irrigation system and modern
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agriculture mechanization, production is easier. The interest in Demir Hisar was great, as
can be seen from the ample presence of interested beneficiaries.
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13.03.2025 Kumanovo and Lipkovo

The IPARD info caravan held meetings with potential beneficiaries from Kumanovo and
Lipkovo. At both locations, there was a large presence of farmers, who showed great
interest in the public call.

The Kumanovo region is characterized by great heterogeneity and has land with
production potential for healthy arable, fodder and industrial crops, as well as an
abundance of highly productive pastures for raising large and small livestock.

Measure 1 has a wide scope and can be used by farmers with different production.This is
exactly the composition of the farmers from the Kumanovo region that participated at
the meetings, who came in large numbers and showed great interest in using the funds
from the public call for Measure L.

The meeting in Lipkovo was also attended by Deputy Minister Dr. Flakron Bexheti.

Kumanovo
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Lipkovo

14.03.2025 Petrovec

The municipality of Petrovec belongs to the Skopje planning region, where the urban
population mainly gravitates, but there are also surrounding rural settlements that are
engaged in agricultural production.

The meeting was held in the municipal building.

Petrovec
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[ll.  MOST SIGNIFICANT POINTS FROM COMMUNICATION WITH
BENEFICIARIES

During the informative meetings, several challenges faced by potential beneficiaries
were identified:

7 Agricultural land that was part of the consolidation process has not yet been
transferred to the ownership of the current users,

1 Issues with signing irrigation agreements with public enterprise Strezevo,
Dysfunctionality of LPIS and Farm Register and the inability to update parcels
prior to the public call,

1 Problems with issuing Certificates for paid contributions related to pension and
health insurance to individual farmers in FPIOM in Prilep,

Delayed posting of construction permits on the ,e-gradezna dozvola” website,

1 Problems with issuing construction permits for agricultural land by municipalities,
despite receiving a positive opinion from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and
Water Economy (MAFWE).

In general, potential beneficiaries had the most complaints regarding the restrictive
exclusion of the horticulture sector from this call for Measure 1, issues with illegal
livestock farms, as well as obtaining building permits.

IV. MEDIA REPRESENTATION

The IPARD Info Days Campaign was regularly communicated to the public and the media.
Announcements were published daily on the website of the IPARD Managing Authority,
as well as the announcements with a schedule for info days and weekly announcements
that were published on the MAFWE website.

The entire campaign was reqularly communicated by Macedonian portals, and reports
were broadcast on the TV show "Agrar” on the national television MRTV.

Local televisions and the national television MRTV were present at several locations.
Statements to the media were given by the Director of the Agency for Financial Support
in Agriculture and Rural Development, llija Stoilev, and the Head of the Monitoring Unit
of the IPARD Managing Authority at the MAFWE, Viktor Mladenovski.
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